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will now give some account of such observations as 1 had time to make upon them, during two Lent seasons while I resided there
The week before the Lent commences, commonly known by the name ot Carnrval Time, the whole city appears a perfect Bartholomew fair, the streets are crowded, and the houses empty, noi is it possible to pass along without some gambol or jack-pudding trick offered to you Ink, water, and sometimes ordure, aie sure to b* hurled at your face or clothes, and if you appear concerned or angry, they rejoice at it, pleased the moie, the more they displease, for all other lesentment is at that time out of season though at other times few in the woild are fuller of resentment, or more captious
The younger gentry, or dons, to express their gallantry, cany about them egg-shells, filled with orange or other sweet water, which they cast at ladies in their coaches, or such other of the fair sex as they happen to meet in the stieets
But, af tei all, if you would think them extravagant to-day, as much transgressing the rules of common civility, and neither regarding decency to one another, nor the duty they owe to Almighty God, yet when Ash-"Wednesday comes, you will imagine them more unaccountable in their conduct, being then as much too excessive in all outward indications of humility and repentance Here you shall meet one baie-footed, with a cross on his shoulder, a burthen rather fit for ao me what with four leet, and which his poor two are ready to sink under, yet the vain wretch bears and sweats, and sweats and bears, in hope of finding meat in an ass's laboui
Others you shall see naked to their waists, whipping themselves with scourges made for the purpose, till the blood follows eveiy stroke, and no man need be at a loss to follow them by the vciy tiacks of gore they fehed in this frantic per* ambulution Some who, from the thickness ot then hides, or othoi impediments, have not power by their seourgings to tet< h blood of them^elvefe, ai e followed by surgeons with their lancets, who, at every tuin, make use of them, to ewnce the evtuit of their piticme and /eal by the smait of their folly. While others, mingling amom with devotion, take particular tairc to present tlieiubtlveb all macei^ted betoie the window*